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The Problem of Poverty and Remedies for its Eradication 

The Buddhist Approach 

Prof. Dr. Archana Bobade 

ollege, Amravat HoD English, Shri Shivaji Arts and Commerce Loilege, Amta 

It is an acknowledged fact that Buddhist had meditalcd and contritt. 

social welfare since more than two thousand five hundred 

In this connection it is te ailed in Ciety. In utd 

time. ddhist philosophy and teaching deply contemplated for not only stiri 
development and 

ritual , physical well beings for humanity the world over. 
egin this research paper with the problems of poverty prevailed in society 

poverty (daliddiyam) is defined as a deficiency of basic commoditics needed for. 
physical well-being. A pauper is a person who is destitute, indigent, arnd in great ne basic commodities; food, test of sufficiene 

and contimut 
clothing, shelter, and medicine. A 

inimum quantity of basic commodities that would provide an endurance and 

the physical body and also an end to physical discomfort. Without a sufficient 

ativita 
basic commodities, the individual is incapable of undertaking mental development+ 

ssary in rEaz 
nght effort, right mindfulness and right meditation which are necessary in enlightenment. 

Food is to be consumed just enough to survive and continue one's life phvei. well as ending bodily afflictions. Sufficient clothing is only that amount which is tea counteract the weather, heat or cold; protect one from undesirable contact with inse as flies and mosquitoes; and to cover parts of the body that cause shame. Housing is te for protection from the inclement weather and for seclusion. Medicine is required for s sickness, pains, and for maximum freedom from disease. Consumption of each basic gvd purposes beyond these described is considered in excess of a sufficient amount. Not enough basic commodities to avoid poverty causes two primary problems according

Temats. 

Buddhist teachings.
Buddhist had speculated the poverty and the causes of sufferings. The first probi 

is regarded as the root of bodily suffering. It is realized as hunger, sickness and shon-l which creates an immense obstacle to the cultivation of the mind. The second problem is tz 
poverty, which is also a cause for some unwholesome conduct, leads to many problems society, such immorality, conflicts and disharmony.The Lord Buddha said that "woeful in the world is poverty and debt and "poverty is sufferng 
in this world." Here He speaks to the use of wealth by governments because povety a 
want, like greed (to which they are closely related) contributes to crime and social discon Buddhism maintains that it is the duty of the government or the administrators of a country " 
see to the needs of those who are in want and to strive to banish poverty from the land. At 
very least, honest work should be available to all people, trade and commerce shoU 
encouraged, capital should be organized and industries monitored to guard against dISD 
or exploitive practices. By this criterion, the absence of poverty is a beter auge i government's success than the presence of millionaires. In Buddhism, poverty ca 

cause 

88 Website-www.aadharsOcial.com Email- aadharsocial@gmailienili 



Aadhar 

Impact Factor ((SJIF) -Z675, Issue NO, 269 (cCLXIX)January 

International Peer-Reviewed Indexed Research Journal 
ISSN 
2278-93088 

2021 

for those who enjoy sensual pleasures in two ways: bodily suffering First, poverty causes bodily suffering primarily as it induces sickness brought 
indebtedness. 

jnd ADple by hunger, or exposure to unbearable weather conditions. 
exa 

on, 

The Bue Dauddba declared that hunger is the most severe of all ilnesses because it is a hindrance development and impedes the ability to practice along the Noble eightfold j path. In 
Dhammapada the 

to mental de 

the 

shacchaParamarogasankharaparamadukkha, 
Buddha stipulate 

Jigha 

ibba 

nampar nparamamsukham. Hunger is the greatest disease. Aggregates are the greatest 1l. 
Knowing ng this as it really 1s, (the wise realize) Nibbana bliss supreme. Second, poverty is also 

as follows: 

Etamnatvayathabhutam, 

individual if it induces indebtedness. If a pauper, gets into debt, then this 
cause other types of suffering as well. For example the inability and 

the interest when it is due induces harassment from creditors and possibly Based on the Buddhist view of human life, the primary 

suffering for an 
debtedness may 

pressure to pay 
imprisonment. 

activitie 

that 

ies is, therefore, to alleviate suffering that is caused by poverty. Economic activities create wealth can lead to the elimination of some form of bodily suffering, such as 

hunger and and sickness. They can also eliminate indebtedness that is induced by poverty. By 
eontrast, possessing wealth only cannot alleviate suffering caused by indebtedness without 

objective of economic 

C 

rea 
cing the desire for unnecessary goods and or services beyond one's income. Rather, an 
nderstanding of how debt can cause mental suffering and a restraint over desire is critical under. 

factors. 

.The second part of the problem of poverty is that it can induce unwholesome 
eonduct, which has the potential to cause instability in society. This social aspect of poverty 

is illustrated at length in one discourse. There are four implications that can be drawn from 

the discourse: favorable characteristics of society; a link between poverty and immorality; 
the role of confidence in Karma, and the role of the government in society. First, the story 

cnvisions a prosperous, peaceful, stable and secure society, where people have long life 

spans, beauty, happiness, wealth, power, and know only three kinds of disease: greed, hunger 
and old age. These conditions within society are achieved and maintained because everybody

strictly observes the ten courses of moral conduct- three right thoughts, four types of right 
speech and three right actions of the Noble Path. Second, it provides a profound link between 

poverty and immorality. First, economic well-being is a prerequisite condition for a peaceful 

society because poverty is the main cause of immorality and social disorder. In addition, 

immoral conducts cause a decrease in life-span, beauty, happiness and wealth in the long run. 

When assistance is not given adequately to the needy, poverty becomes widespread. Because 

poverty raises improper desires and does not permit one to be generous, it is root of many 

crimes and unwholesome actions. It causes theft and robbery, then killing- telling deliberate 

liesspeaking evil of others- committing adultery- harsh speech and idle chatter- covetousness 

and hatred- false views- incest, homosexuality and deviant sexual practices- lack respect for 
parents, ascetics and the head of the community- fierce enmity, fierce hatred, fierce anger, 
thoughts of killing and actual killing among beings. Third, the story demonstrates that 

COnidence in Karma can bring forth a prosperous and peaceful society, which facilitates the 
Vation of the mind. In Buddhism, the practice of moral conduct can give rise to 

ons that promote prosperity, health and long life, immediately and eventually The 
Practio morality, including these favorable conditions, can be maintainedby confidence in 

89Website- www.aadharsocial.com Email-aadharsocial@gmail.con 
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the resuls of gant wtioms 
Kama, 

ntiudence here vau arise thvugh a 

nht view. The meshanim of how vnfidenve in Naiit an inda 

ity can b umdershwad as a va-operative vomlittom in whuh ench individhal haP CAehul 

wwe Sne moral set, thus leating to a bigher moral neiety The penvefil 
iel 

owmditina 
and actim,. unstable barause some indivihal may deviate fom that Het of helie 

al ctinder agan. 

apevi 
T onchude this thought provaking reseavh paper we niay 

Sukihism, above mentioned things are callod the haaic requirementa of living 
A 

moral issues associated with material wealth. t is apparont that malerial well heihe 

anportant tactor eontributing to the developmient of a Buddhist economie cou l 

pary objective of avonomie activities in Huddhism is f0 allevinlo poverty. The Br 
to deal with erime is to first inmprove the economic condition ot the people, When 

tnus provided with opportunities to eam an income, they will be eontont, has no an 

eacefi Tear, and will not eause ham to the soeiety, These conditiona will lead to i 

PUpeous society, As a result, a type of Protestant aseetieism omphasizing the aceumu 

of wealth which was then invested into one's secular business and contributed 
development of moden capitalism in the West, never was encouraged in the Thesa RVada 
tradition once the idea of Dana became dominant. To sum up l i8 worthy to put the quotatin 

from The Waste Land" by the Noble Awarded poet, T.S.Eliot,who put forward the sNolui 

for the welfare of human society of the world as folows: 

"Da, Da, Da 

Datta. Dayvadhvam. Damyata. 
shantihshantihshantih 
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Paulo Coelho’s Concept of Religion and Spirituality 
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Abstract - Religion involves a system of beliefs, practices, 

rituals, and symbols that lead to the realization of the 

sacred namely God or the ultimate reality. On the other 

hand, spirituality totally differs from religion and is a 

personal quest for the self –realization. Thus, religion 

belongs to a group whereas spirituality has a personal 

dimension. Paulo Coelho’s novels talk about the side of 

spirituality which encompasses the whole universe. 

Spirituality can never be an individual concern as it is 

built on the interconnectedness of human beings. It can 

be realized through love, sympathy, compassion, and 

forgiveness. And more importantly Paulo’s   novel is a 
reminder to anyone feeling numbed by day-to-day 

drudgery that one’s spiritual side can be awakened. This 
paper aims at analyzing Paulo Coelho’s concept of 
religion and spirituality with special reference to his 

novel ‘The Winner Stands Alone.’ 
 

Index Terms - religion, spirituality, sympathy, 

interconnectedness 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Paulo Coelho’s novels talk about the side of 

spirituality which encompasses the whole universe. 

Spirituality can never be an individual concern as it is 

built on the interconnectedness of human beings. It can 

be realized through love, sympathy, compassion, and 

forgiveness. And more importantly Paulo’s   novel is 
a reminder to anyone feeling numbed by day-to-day 

drudgery that one’s spiritual side can be awakened.  
During his first-ever interview to air on American 

television, Coelho talks to Oprah about the enduring 

themes in his book and explains that you do not even 

have to hold a belief in God to be spiritual. All you 

must possess, he says, is courage. 

“Courage is the first spiritual quality that you need to 

have,” Coelho tells Oprah. 
Regardless of one’s background, upbringing, religion, 
ethnicity, gender or experiences, courage is a quality 

that anyone, anywhere can not only understand, but 

also embody. As Coelho writes in The Alchemist, 

courage “is the quality most essential to understanding 
the language of the world.” 

The Encyclopaedia of World Spirituality describes 

spirituality as “that inner dimension of the person 
called by certain traditions-the spirit, this spiritual core 

is the deepest center of the person. It is here that the 

person experiences ultimate reality.” The spirit which 
rhymes with the Latin spiritus is the vital principle and 

also it interprets meaning, direction, and purpose of 

human life. Spirit, in fact, is a “presence” that can be 
felt in the effects of wind or breeze. Sometimes the 

“spirit imparts a “personality” as in the persona of 
“The Holy Spirit” in the Christian spirit or the spirit of 
the age. The word ‘spiritual’ is derived from the Greek 

‘pneumatikos’ which is related to inspiration. Being 
inspirational is committing oneself to what one regards 

as the truth for the term spiritual “spotlights the unity 
of the self” and emphasizes that it draws upon the 
human capacities or powers which include 

transcendence, reflection, a moral sense and a 

religious urge to search for the ultimate meaning, 

purpose and deliverance. Apart from the etymological 

roots, spirituality means faith, a complete surrender or 

a belief in a power that goes by the Great Spirit, a 

Higher power, God, Goodness etc. (Shivpriya p 151) 

 

Commentimng on the present civilization in an 

interview with Anupama Bhattacharya, Paulo says:  

“We are at a crossroad. Since spirituality is going to 

play an important role during the next century, we 

have two choices: either we go towards 

fundamentalism or towards tolerance. I am preaching 

tolerance, but this is a long fight, and it depends how 

people behave here and now.” 

For Coelho spirituality and religion are two different 

things. Etymologically “religion” is derived from “to 
bind.” So, religion tends to be the formal expression of 

faith. It is understood to empty the sacred, the holy, 

and the ultimate concern. It is also used to refer to a 

belief in or worship of God or Gods. For Coelho 

religion refers to a group of people who find a 
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collective way to worship. This group of people could 

worship Buddha, Allah, Jesus or any other God. For 

him what matters is that, at the moment we connect 

with mystery, we feel more united, more open to life 

and we realize we’re not alone in the world, that we 
don’t live in isolation. Religion is a way of 
communing with the mystery and this way can be any 

prescribed by the number of religions throughout the 

world. Thus, he does not relate spiritualism with 

religion. The formal act of believing or not believing 

in God changes nothing. For him God is an experience 

of Faith. There cannot be a God suitable for everyone 

because it is something very personal.  

He believes that a spiritual quest does not require 

religion. In an interview with Juan Arias, he explains: 

“You have to be very careful when you join a Church 
to not let them try to take over what is your 

responsibility. What I believe is that religion itself, not 

what is sometimes made out of religion, is not in 

contradiction with a personal spiritual quest. The 

important thing is to create a large empty space within 

yourself, get rid of the superfluous, know how to live 

the essential, always be on the way.”  
Religion involves a system of beliefs, practices, 

rituals, and symbols that lead to the realization.  

of the sacred namely God or the ultimate reality. On 

the other hand, spirituality totally differs from religion 

and is a personal quest for the self –realization. Thus, 

religion belongs to a group whereas Spirituality has a 

personal dimension. 

 

Margaret Dempsey in her book Journey to self too 

makes a distinction between religious and spiritual: 

“By spiritual I mean that deep inner searching, the 

feeling that there is something and not knowing what 

it is. It is about the journey that this inner search 

engages in. The spiritual journey is all about the 

journey to self, which we arrive at by becoming self-

aware. Socrates said ‘knoe thyself’ and this is as 
important today as it was in the time of the great 

philosopher. To know others is to be intelligent, but to 

know yourself is to be enlightened and to live in an 

enlightened state. (9) 

Today Humanity is at crossroads.  On one side there is 

religion as a legal system of conduct and on the other 

side the search for questions that could still have 

answers, the acceptance of life as an adventure of 

spirit. Many a time people get tangled in the dogmas 

prescribed by the religion deviate from their spiritual 

quest. Spirituality for Coelho refers to the 

understanding of the interconnected of the universe 

and this understanding can be realized with or without 

religion.  

 

As Jyoti Mishra has pointed out in her book entitled 

‘Paulo Coelho’s Fiction Existential and Spiritual 
Preoccupation’: 
The development of an individual’s spirituality 

depends upon questioning the way one related to the 

taken-for-granted concepts or meanings which are 

disclosed to the self. These meanings and purposes 

accepted as ‘given’ never require questioning until an 
existential crisis makes one aware of their existence. 

So, the development of spirituality requires such 

awareness of realizing various possibilities of 

meaning. (94) 

We find examples of Coelho’s perception of 
spirituality in his novels, ‘The Winner Stands Alone” 
and “Aleph” respectively. Both Igor in ‘The Winner 
Stands Alone’ and Paulo in ‘Aleph’, fill emptiness 
within at some point of their lives. Both of them have 

wealth and fame and everything that one dreams of. 

They are rich in the material world. However, this 

material success does not give them peace of mind. 

They try to resolve their problems in their own ways 

and their ways stand in sharp contrast with each other.  

Paulo believes that humanity’s greatest sin is non- 

communication, unwanted and unloved solitude, 

forgetting that we were created to find each other’s 
mirror. And everything that makes it easier to find 

each other and communicate, definitely contributes to 

our becoming less inhuman and more sympathetic. 

However, Igor in his novel ‘The Winner Stands Alone’ 
stands in strong contrast with this ideology. His love 

for his wife Ewa loses its color and passion when his 

materialistic pursuits occupy the most important place 

in his life. He is never satisfied. He wants to go further. 

His obsession for the materialistic gains is so great that 

it darkens the spiritual side of his soul the events that 

follow Ewa’s departure from his life show that the 
process of getting rich and famous contributed nothing 

for being a true human being. Rather a man, who was 

once compassionate, starts losing his empathy in the 

race of getting what he wants. 

Paulo very subtly presents Igor’s transformation from 
a down to earth, hardworking, and kind man to a cool-

headed criminal. A point comes when he realizes that 

he needs to come back from the road he was walking 
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on. However, the glimmer of the material world is so 

dazzling, that it blinds his spiritual vision.  

Igor even goes to a psychiatrist who makes him aware 

of the reason behind his restlessness. 

Being afraid of losing everything he has achieved, he 

keeps on running and doesn’t understand how and 
when to quit. He ends up destroying his marriage and 

himself. 

Paulo cites a parable in the novel that shows how man 

fails to understand the small god given gifts that make 

human life happy. The parable is about a seagull and a 

mouse. One day a sea gull sees a mouse on the ground. 

Not able to communicate as they speak in different 

languages, the sea gull takes pity on the creature that 

has lost its wings. So, the sea gull takes the mouse on 

its back, takes flight to the sky thinking that the mouse 

must have been missing what it was like flying in the 

air.  The mouse has a time of its life. It is brought back 

to the ground. When it sees the sea gull taking off and 

disappearing, the mouse begins to feel sad, not being 

able to experience that form of freedom again. One 

often fails to acknowledge the little miracles in life. 

Ewa’s presence in Igor’s life is a miracle that he fails 
to recognize. He fails to preserve it due to his 

misinterpretation of God’s message. In the end of the 

novel, Paulo shows how he loses his humanity as he 

does not know the meaning of true love. The lack of a 

feeling of empathy for a person he once loved, turns 

him away from humanity. The worst thing is inability 

to understand that he is wrong.  

Unlike the mouse in the parable mentioned above, Igor 

could have retained the miracle he had forever. But he 

never understands it. On the other hand, even when he 

realizes that he has lost his wife, the way he acquires 

to get her back takes him far away from path of 

humanity. He tries to snatch her away from the world 

instead of winning her heart.  

Thus, Coelho urges “the need for the great quest, the 
quest for the unknown, the new instead of the familiar 

course of conservatism, and calls for spirituality as the 

need of the hour he asserts that the spiritual quest is an 

individual responsibility” (Mishra 96). 
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ABSTRACT:

Over the last few decades the number of Indians moving abroad and settling there has been
increasing .The way these Indians adapt to the host country and the cross cultural conflict
they undergo is one of the major themes of the diaspora literature. Bharti Mukharjee, one of
the most prominent diaspora writers , investigates the issues of cultural displacement and
alienation in the immigrant experience in her writings. She can be called a delegate of the
entire Immigrant Literature. The theme of Indian immigrant experiences in the USA find
prominent place in every one of her novels and stories. Through her stories she portrays her
female hero's cultural crisis. Her first novel, ‘The Tiger’s Daughter’ is a story of a Bengali
girl, Tara Banerjee, an immigrant woman from India. This paper aims to inspect how Tara is
caught between the two worlds, the one she has abandoned and the other she has accepted.

Key words: Cross cultural, Identity, Assimilation, Integration

According to the Expat Insider 2021 survey by InterNations, 59% of Indians working abroad
relocated for their career, a much higher share than the global average (47%). Close to one-
quarter (23%) found a job on their own, 19% were recruited internationally, and 14% were
sent by their employer. Just 3% moved abroad to start their own business, which is still a
slightly higher share than the global average of 2%. Besides work-related reasons, an above-
average share of Indians working abroad (11%) originally relocated to go to school or
university in their current country of residence vs 8% globally. On the other hand, it is rather
uncommon among Indian expats to move for love/in order to live in their partner’s home
country (3% vs 10% globally), according to the survey.

Indians migrated to other countries owing to multiple reasons may be financially stable.
However on the psychological, social and emotional level they face several problems owing
to their duel identities and cross cultural dilemmas. They despise their country calling it
chaotic, unhygienic, polluted, corrupt etc. On the other hand they cannot take their Indianness
out of their existence as it is an inevitable part of their identity beyond the borders of India.
They go back to their motherland and try to imbibe Indian ‘culture’ that they need for
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sustaining their identity as Indians. At the same time, voluntarily or involuntarily they have
to adapt to the ways of the host culture too.

There are two choices for them; either they assimilate, or get integrated into the host culture.
When the group is very small they just adopt the customs of the host society. They do not
assimilate completely, but are integrated into the canvas of the country's culture. They
integrate socially by learning the language and culture of the country. Assimilation of a group
into another group is a process where immigrants lose visibility as they adopt the culture of
the new surrounding culture. "Integration" tries to allow the minority heterogeneous group to
retain its culture, language and religious values. Simultaneously, it also demands that the
group should feel a part of the host culture and be proud of the country's national culture. For
the last three decades, Indians in the European countries have followed the policy of
integration by observing law, using official language, festivals and the educational system.
The way these Indians adapt to the host country and the cross cultural conflict they undergo is
one of the major themes of diaspora literature.

Bharati Mukheijee is one of the prominent Indian diaspora writers. She portrays a cross-
cultural crisis experienced by the women characters in her novels. As a Indian diaspora
writer, she investigates the issues of outcast and home in her writings. She can be called a
delegate of the entire Immigrant Literature. The theme of Indian immigrant experiences in
the USA invades every one of her novels and stories. An Indian-brought into the world
American novelist, she is a natural voice in the Indian diaspora.

Born and primarily raised in Kolkata, Bharti Mukharjee went to the United States to study at
the Iowa Writer Workshop in 1961.She found it difficult to adjust to the way of life, custom
and conventions. In her new country she penned stories about immigration, assimilation and
the challenges of accepting a new culture. Through her stories she portrays her female hero's
cultural crisis. In an interview she declares:

For me, and perhaps for other immigrant writers, there’s death and a series of rebirths. It’s
very painful and traumatic letting go of the old self.

Her first novel, ‘The Tiger’s Daughter’ is a story of a Bengali girl, Tara Banerjee, an
immigrant woman from India. This paper aims to inspect how Tara is caught between the two
worlds, the one she has abandoned and the other she has accepted.

Commenting on the autobiographical element in the novel, Bharti Mukharjee opines:

When I wrote it, I certainly didn;t think of it as autobiographical. But my father felt he
recognized himself in the portrait, and there were other people who felt that as well. In The
Tiger’s Daughter, I was writing about my class at a certain period in Calcutta’s history,
about a class and a way of life that’s become extinct.

Tara Banerjee is an autobiographical presentation of Bharti Mukharjee. Through the character
of Tara she has tries to highlight the strange amalgamation of the Americanness and the
Indianness in the psyche of the Indian immigrants. Part one of the novel deals with Tara’s
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family background and the process of her settlement in New York. In part two Tara’s arrival
to Bombay, and her disappointment to see India is described. Part three narrates Tara’s life at
Calcutta and part four of the novel deals with her visit to Darjeeling with her friends, her
disappointment, boredom, a sense of loss, a bitter experience of a mob and her mysterious
tragic end.

Tara marries David, an American and settles down in New York. Her marriage is one of main
resons for the burden she feels. Mukharjee writes:

In India , she felt she was not married to a person but to a person, but to a foreigner.

After seven year of stay she returns to Calcutta. Her return to India is a result of her inner
urge to connect to her roots. She expects that her return to India would put an end to her
displeasure and a sense of guilt of staying out of India. Bharti Mukhargee describes her
feelings as:

For years she had dreamed of this return to India. She had believed that all hesitations, all
shadowy fears of the time abroad would be erased quite magically if she could just return
home to Calcutta. But so far the return had brought only wounds.

Tara’s journey from Bombay to Calcutta is equally disgusting. She is shocked to witness the
city under the grip of violence due to riots resulting out of the communal confrontations.
Whatever she experiences after her arrival in India, shatters her dream and a sort of negativity
starts germinating in her psyche. She tries to trace her cultural roots and relive her inherited
identity as the daughter of Bengal Tiger. She keeps on oscillating between New York and
Calcutta. She is disappointed to witness poverty, political chaos and women’s subjugation.
She is troubled owing to the attitude of the society to look at her as an alien, married to a
foreigner. She is treated as if she no longer belongs to India. The unexpected and the ill
treatment by the society shocks and disappoints her. She cannot experience a sense of
belonging in both India and America. The result of this complex sense of loss is her split
personality. Tara says:

There were no definite points in time that one could turn to and accuse or feel ashamed of as
the start of this dull strangeness.

Tara tries to cope up with the two different cultures and ideologies. She could not easily
accept the fact that she has forgotten the sequence of activities to be performed during the
Pooja ritual. Tara takes this loss as ‘little death’ and ‘cracking of axis and centre’. Bharti
Mukharjee describes her condition as ‘ quite cut off, unable to connect with those around
her.’ Commenting on the cross cultural impact Bharti Mukharjee writes:

Changes in the anatomies of nations of continents are easy to perceive. But changes wrought
by gods or titans are too subtle for measurement. At first the human mind suffers
premonitions, then it learns to submit.

Conclusion:
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Ultimately Tara realizes that the reconciliation is impossible. She longs to go back to her
husband. Her journey to India ends in frustration and disappointment. She decides to leave
for America. It has been deliberately left to the reader’s imagination to think whether she was
able to do so. However it is evident that Tara is a misfit at both the places and experiences
cross- cultural dilemmas all the time. Tara, a representative of diaspora experiences, belongs
to nowhere.
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Abstract  

Kiran Desai, the winner of the prestigious Man Booker prize for 2006, for her second novel “The Inheritance of 
Loss” is the daughter of Anita Desai who is also a Diasporic writer in Indian English writing. She was the third to win the 

Booker Prize including Salman Rushdie and Arundhati Roy. This article analyses the identity and the core issues of 

Diasporic identity. This article also examines the major characters loss, realization and redemption of self in the period of 

globalization. It also aims to address the dismal sentiments and emotions of her mute immigrant characters in a simplified 

way. Their sufferings, pains, traumas, and struggles in order to accomplish the desired facilities are worth appreciating. 

The novel gives an insight into their sacrifices and dedication they render as to achieve their minimum wanting for a basic 

living. The novel concludes by showing the major characters Jemubhai who was an embodiment and puppet of rigid 

English ideas of realizing his false ideals for which he sacrificed so much 

 Key words: Globalisation alienation, loss of self, realization and marginalization.  

 
Introduction   

Kiran Desai’s Inheritance of Loss' abounds with 

themes that make it an interesting social reading. Her 
novel The Inheritance of Loss won the 2006 Man 
Booker Prize and the National Book Critics Circle 
Fiction Award. In January 2015, The Economic 
Times listed her as one of 20 "most influential" 
global Indian women.Her themes include 
globalization, alienation and identity and cultural 
chaos. In her novel ' Inheritance of loss' she tried to  
dive deep into the sea of human psychology and 
minutely discuss the issues of globalization  and  
American dream without tressing and suggesting any 
particular issue. The theme of alienation has been  
recurrent in Indian English fiction it has become a 
major concern for postmodern writers and Kiran 
Desai daughter of Anita Desai is noexception. She 
has explored this contemporary issue in her second 
novel “The inheritance of loss” for which she took 
eight long years to complete. The various things 
which are interwined in the novel are globalization, 
multiculturalism insurgency, poverty isolation and 

issues related to the loss of identity. Kiran Desai 
explores powerfully the ill- effects of globalization  
and libralisation which profess to create wealth and 
improve the quality of life but in reality widened the 
gulf between the rich and the poor. She powerfully 
delineates how the sense of loss has started with 
Jemubhai Patel, the judge who vainly attempts to 
become an Anglicized person and gets alienated in 
the process. This loss has been inherited to the next 
generation and epitomized in Sai, the judge’s 
granddaughter. Her efforts to recuperate from the 
sense of restlessness by having a relation with Gyan, 
a Nepali severely impeded by the political turmoil 
caused by gorkhaland movement. On the other hand, 
Desai tries to capture what means to live between 
east and west and what it means to be an immigrant 
through the character of Biju, the cook’s son. 
Self realization 

Kiran Desai’s novels focus not on an 
individual story but how several people make sense 
of them. They view the world around them and deal 
with the difficulties that they have with 
contradictions and multiple allegiances. The book 
challenges the question,Who I am? Where do I 
belong? The entire narrative unveils the efforts of the 
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various characters to attain a better understanding 
and meaning of self. The narrative deals with the life 
of Jemubhai Patel a retired judge in kalimpong along 
with the cook Sai, granddaughter of the judge comes 
to Kalimpong in order to continue her study. Gyan 
has been appointed as her tutor to teach science 
subject. On the other hand the cook’s son Biju was in 
America in search of new heights in his life. 
Unfortunately he returns in India leaving behind the 
great Empire of New York. 

Almost all the characters in the novel lost 
something both seeking for money or emancipation 
from exploitation in the nation state. They were 
longing for home, loss and acceptance. They lost 
their background, history and family for the 
obsession of western values, manners language and 
lifestyle. Though many characters in novel loses, the 
novel ends on a note of hope and desire the most 
touching thing of the novel is “ loss” loss of culture, 
identity human relation and above all the loss of 
faith. 

The novel also attempts to elaborate the 
issues the global problems faced by the third world 
countries. Here she displays migrant people to leave 
their native land in the search of global ambition and 
face cultural and emotional loss leaving behind the 
money and material; they get only humiliation and 
frustration. The characters in the novel are revising 
rather than skill oriented, they insist on imitation and 
loss of self and play the game of hide and seek 
through the narratives. After lot of struggle they 
realize futility of immigrant life and fight to come 
out from the dig of money and materialism, which 
was the product of globalization. They come to the 
conclusion that the self of human being is more 
important than anything in the world. The all try to 
recover their mistakes and move in search of 
emancipation of self. Finally they realize that blind 
following cannot solve their problems. Realities of 
life are naked like Biju at the end of the novel, pink 
powder can’t hide brown skin of Jemubhai, cooks 
difference between reality and right values, Gyan's 
economic condition and otherness in own country, 
Sai’s loss and frustration is more alive than 
romanticism of ideas.  

Theme of Hybradization/ hybridity / 
Globalization 

Kiran Desai’s fiction emerges as a perfect model of 
Post colonisation with regard to hybridity. In her 
novels she writes of the cultural of the post-colonial 
migrant and the expatriate condition of hybridity. 
The novel ends with losses in many ways it shows 
glimpses of hope and optimism. In this novel, Sai's 
hybridization takes place more gradually as,from 
birth, she grows into an English Indian culture and 
knows nothing else. Desai has very distinctly 
explained through her inheritance and experiences 
loss of man's faith in culture and identity resulting 
into absolute loss of human values. 

As a modern International expatriate Indian 
novelist, Kiran Desai experienced displacement, 
dislocation and cultural clash. Her novel deals with 
her own situation of migrancy,expatriation and 
alienation from her country. As we know Sai is the 
main character in the novel Sai is a hybrid child 
because her mother is the wife of a Russian man. All 
characters of the novel face hybridization to maintain 
their emotions. Sai too faces this struggle because 
she knows only English.  She has no knowledge 
about any regional language She knows English 
method of cooking,she never uses her fingers to eat 
and, she does not know about Indian tradition and 
culture because she did not go to any temple in her 
life and she has no knowledgeof Indian festivals. Sai 
believes in British culture far being superior to India. 
Her convent education made her foreigner to Indian 
culture. She has a strong impact of 
Westernization.Her childhood is nourished by 
English nuns.She is clashed by two cultures that was 
Indian and English, The blind imitation of the British 
made Sai to lose her individual identity. On her way 
of living in Western style Gyan calls her Western 
slave like her grandfather Jemubhai Patel.Kiran 
Desai in her novel expresses her idea that the fate of 
the Indians who were trapped in the East and West in 
the current age of multiculturalism and 
globalisationseems to be doomed since the age of 
colonisation. 
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ABSTRACT 
As we are confined within the four walls of our homes 

under lockdown in the wake of Covid-19, literature helps break 
the barriers, connecting us across different historical periods and 
time zones with others who have experienced similar tragedies. 
More importantly, literature shows us that we have a lot in 
common with others who are from distant lands and different 
times, encouraging us to appreciate the fact that we are not the 
only ones who are dealing with the worldwide devastation 
wrought by the pandemic. 

 
KEYWORDS: historical periods and time zones , importantly, literature. 
 
INTRODUCTION Throughout history, there have been people who have dealt with crises that caused untold suffering. We must see the striking similarities between the current Covid-19 pandemic and the historical outbreaks of plagues across time. What makes pandemics similar across geographic locations and time is not the presence of germs and viruses but that the human response follows the same pattern regardless of culture and time. This paper states, that the study of the pandemic is already or going to be an important part of literary studies. The world has witnessed numerous plagues and pandemics in different times. The pandemics have made, no doubt, a huge impact on the social, cultural, and economic fields, bringing a change in human life. Writers and poets of various nations and cultures have responded to the pandemics, mapping the times that they have witnessed and commenting on their precarious experiences. There are many seminal books written on the tough times of plagues and pandemics in which sometimes even half of a nation or a city has been devastated. The present world is immensely affected by Covid-19, which is a deadly virus allegedly spreading from Wuhan, China. The virus is killing thousands of people every day, infecting millions and putting the whole world at risk. The writers and poets of the contemporary world are also writing wonderful fiction and poetry, responding to the crisis and seeking ways of healing and surviving. Drawing on the great works produced on the impacts of the pandemic in different times of history, the paper explores how humans survive amidst such pandemics; seek ways to heal themselves, and what it means to study literature during the pandemic. The paper also briefly focuses and comments on how the contemporary writers and poets are encountering the present world of corona and recording their experiences in their work. These are unprecedented times. We have been challenged to the core – physically, socially, psychologically, and more importantly, ideologically – by what now appears to be another take on 
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Conrad’s eternal call to humanity – ‘the horror, the horror.’ It is during such times that human potential for creativity finds fertile ground to take root and flourish.  
How will the pandemic impact literature? The very question is based on confusion, assumptions, and precariously slippery hope. A brief look at the history of literature that emerged out of natural or man-made crises reveals a trend depicting the commonality of experiences and specificity of its impact. The human endeavour to survive through the challenges and come out successful and have the grit to resume the journey is perhaps what defines or informs existence in this world. The extensive accounts of pandemics in literature, especially whenever they are necessitated by circumstantial realities, reflect the human capacity to document history in creative moulds to make it digestible to the consumers. The account of Egyptian plague in the Book of Exodus, mention of the devastating plague which inspired Sophocles to reify Oedipus’s kingly traits, and Thucydides’s description of the plague that struck Athens and claimed Emperor Marcus Aurelius’s life are some of the earliest attempts to capture the essential nodes of history along with the human urge to stamp an aesthetic mark on the written oeuvre of that age. Whether the paradigm shift comes in the form of pathological reasons such as leprosy, influenza, smallpox, malaria, the Black Death, cholera, Spanish flu, SARS, MERS, and Ebola or through events of phenomenal significance such as World Wars, apartheid, Great Depression, 9/11, and mass migrations – historical and political happenings have influenced literature of their times, leaving an indelible mark on the literature written during the supposedly ‘normal’ circumstances. The best book ever written about pandemics is Daniel Defoe’s A Journal of the Plague Year, published in 1772, 57 years after the Great Plague of London in 1665. Concerned that a plague decimating Marseilles in the south of France might find its way into the British Isles, Defoe wrote A Journal of the Plague Year as a warning. The 1665 Great Plague of London had killed an estimated 20 percent of the city’s population. Defoe provides a brilliant account of a community’s response to the arrival of a pandemic. Some flee, especially the wealthy and the privileged. Others hunker down and hoard whatever they can. Some live in stubborn denial until the plague reaches their own street or house. Con men, quacks, and charlatans appear out of nowhere to take advantage of the panicked population. Desperate people do desperate things: murder their own children, commit suicide and strike out at those who are thought to be responsible for introducing the virus. Eventually something like martial law is imposed to prevent the spread of the virus. Houses in London were literally boarded up in 1665, with warning marks on the doors and windows, while armed guards stood on every street to prevent people from visiting or leaving the houses where the disease had been concentrated.  Stephen King’s The Stand was published in 1978. In the book, when a strain of influenza deliberately concocted by the U.S. Army as a biological weapon gets out of a secret underground laboratory, it spreads within weeks to every corner of the planet, eventually killing 99.4 percent of the world’s population. The handful of survivors wind up fighting an apocalyptic battle between good and evil in Las Vegas. The Stand, King’s fourth novel and still his longest, eventually descends into a kind of post-atomic silliness, but his extremely detailed account of how a plague spreads is utterly fascinating and accurate. When some scientists project that the coronavirus will eventually infect 150 million people, they are envisioning the scenario in The Stand, where one person infects two others, then 10, soon 250 and, within what appears to be a nanosecond, almost everyone everywhere, thanks to modern transport systems, the concentration of hundreds of millions of people in urban centers and the failure of governments at every level to react in a timely fashion. King takes time to humanize the carriers of the disease. They are people just like you and I, and in most cases, they don’t know they are carrying the virus until it is too late for themselves and others. 
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King’s interests were twofold: how an advanced civilization actually collapses when calamity outdistances science’s capacity to deal with it; and how global civilization (and think how much more global it is today than in 1978) makes the spread of pandemics inevitable. Giovanni Boccaccio’s Decameron was completed in 1353. It consists of 100 short tales told by a group of seven young women and three men who have self-quarantined themselves for two weeks in a villa outside of Florence, Italy, to escape the Black Death of 1348. To while away their time in isolation, the 10 refugees agree to tell each other stories. Today we have television, including Netflix and Amazon Prime, to get us through periods of enforced cocooning, but in the late Middle Ages the oral tradition of storytelling provided much the same combination of entertainment and escapism. The tales of the Decameron are witty, often erotic, bawdy, irreverent and sometimes hilarious. In other words, it is worth reading the Decameron no matter what is going on in the wider world. Boccaccio’s masterpiece is thought by literary historians to have lain the foundations for the rise of vernacular (as opposed to Latin) literature in Europe. The Decameron is a masterwork of early Italian prose. The best recent translation is by Wayne A. Rebhorn in the Norton Critical Edition (2015). When the world appears to be collapsing all around us, we search for assurances: that we will get through this, that this is not the first time that this has happened, that the world is fundamentally orderly no matter how chaotic it may temporarily seem, that life must go on, that there are things we can do to assert at least partial control over the nightmare of the unseen. Boccaccio’s refugees tell stories to make the time of quarantine go faster, but they also tell stories because by its very nature narrative is reassuring. Stories have what Aristotle called beginning, middle, and end. Crises get resolved. Things start small, spin out of control, reach a climax, and then they calm down again. Humans are a storytelling animal. Each of us will have stories to tell one, five, and 40 years from now about the Pandemic of 2020, as we have stories to tell of 9/11, Vietnam and the Challenger disaster in 1986. Athletes will tell their children of the year the Final Four tournament was canceled. Stat sheets of the NBA and the NHL will contain asterisks for the year the season was canceled in late stride. Reading the Decameron teaches us that human nature is everywhere and always the same, that crisis brings out the best and worst of humanity, that every mountebank must be balanced against a Florence Nightingale or Dr. Benjamin Rush who perform selflessly in spite of real and present dangers. The Decameron reminds us that one of the best coping mechanisms humans have is laughter, the best medicine, as the Readers Digest used to put it and as Norman Cousins explained in his Anatomy of an Illness. From all this literature what can we conclude? First and most important, humans are extraordinarily resilient. The Black Plague of the fourteenth century killed as many as one in four of all Europeans, but eventually it ran its course, and the social structure knitted itself back together. In fact, some historians believe that the European Renaissance was hastened and intensified by the disruptions of the pandemic. Labor shortages led to higher wages. The belief that disease was a visitation of God’s wrath could not stand up against the gargantuan death counts. Survivors refocused their lives and many decided to seek pleasures on earth and not wait for the promise of a next world. Instead of producing a deepening religiosity, the havoc of the plague emboldened reason and humanism. Second, while advanced epidemiology and the incredible capacity of post-17th-century science gives us an advantage over every previous pandemic in human history, the “medieval” methods of containment are still extremely important: quarantine where necessary, social distancing, diffusion of urban populations wherever possible, avoidance of body contact (hugging, kissing, holding hands), and government-enforced curtailing of social mobility. These coping mechanisms cannot cure the disease, but they can slow its spread and can save literally millions of lives. Third, just as Boccaccio’s Decameron inaugurated a new phase in vernacular Italian and European culture, we can expect the novel coronavirus to inspire a wide range of cultural activity, and perhaps even new cultural forms. Plagues bring out the worst but also the best in humanity, often side by side. 
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Fourth, the thin veneer of civilization breaks down fast in crisis. While these plagues bring out the best in some individuals, they also unleash the worst in masses, particularly in urban settings. Thomas Jefferson may have been right to believe that the only way to create a republic was to diffuse the American population more or less evenly across the landscape. Urban population density lends itself to infectious disease, mob rule, a restless proletariat and the rise of demagogues. In each of these great books, during disasters, societies must contend with the “Lord of the Flies” response of the most aggressive members of the community. Once food and gas start to disappear in a big way from American life, the knives will come out. In 1623 the greatest preacher in England, John Donne, fell ill from an undiagnosed and nearly fatal disease, probably restless fever. He survived, and a year later he published one of the most fascinating disease books, Devotions Upon Emergent Occasions. Donne’s illness became a metaphor for life itself. Donne’s Meditation XVII includes one of the most famous passages in English literature, “for whom the bell tolls.” Donne has two points to make. First, the one thing that unites all of humanity is the commonality of death. If you really understand life, the death notice for someone else (today an obituary, then a tolling church bell) is actually about you. Don’t kid yourself. Second, we are all in this together and we must find ways to unite and reconcile and commiserate and cooperate if we want to make the best of both the good and bad of life. Here is the key message: “No man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main; if a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less, as well as if a promontory were, as well as if a manor of thy friend's or of thine own were; any man's death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind, and therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.”  
Sources: - Google search engine. 1.) Literature in a post Covid-19 world. By Nadia Anwar, Literati 2.) Literature and Pandemics By Abhik Roy ,New Delhi   
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Abstract - Lockdown is called as an emergency when you 

cannot get out of the house. It causes huge damage to the 

economy. Lockdown reduces the GDP, growth rate of the 

country.  It has some positive and adverse effects on 

literary persons the main purpose of this research paper 

is to project how this lockdown helps us to develop 

literary mind and have better outlook. It changes the 

perception of people. This period encourages us to 

meditate on one thing ‘how we were before lockdown and 

how we are in the lockdown’. 
 

Index Terms - GDP, rehabilitation, renaissance, Spiritus 

Mundi, collective Consciousness etc. 

 

In the history of the world, Lockdown is called as an 

emergency when you cannot get out of the house. The 

Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, 

announced lockdown on the 25th of the month of 

March 2020. It was a historic step taken by Prime 

Minister to save the country from the epidemic called 

Corona. In the year 2021 same situation occurred in 

the month February. It is mandatory for each person to 

remain at home and follow the instruction given by 

Government. This lockdown implemented on large 

scale and it took the form of curfew. The effects of 

lockdown are profound, as it staggers the economy of 

our country. Working people are the wheels of 

development of country but when all the country’s 
factories are closed, all sit at home, the development 

of the country ceases. It causes huge damage to the 

economy. Lockdown reduces the GDP, growth rate of 

the country.  

This lock down has some positive and adverse effects 

on literary persons. The main purpose of this research 

paper is to project how this lockdown helps us to 

develop literary mind and have better outlook. It 

changes the perception of people. This period 

encourages us to meditate on one thing ‘how we were 
before lockdown and how we are in the lockdown’. 
This lockdown started in the month of April. Different 

persons present different views about this month. T. S. 

Eliot and Chaucer used April in their poems. Both of 

them found April is the cruelest month. Actually, April 

comes in the season of spring which gives heart a joy 

and rehabilitation. It surprises us how T. S. Eliot finds 

April as a cruelest month. T. S. Eliot, the poet of 

modern age, writes in ‘Waste Land’- 
“April is the cruellest month, breeding 

Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing 

Memory and desire, stirring 

Dull roots with spring rain. 

Winter kept us warm, covering 

Earth in forgetful snow, feeding 

A little life with dried tubers.” (33) 

The opening lines are strange. They refer to the 

blooming of flowers and the coming of spring in 

gloomy tones. Meanwhile, winter is viewed 

nostalgically; with snow keeping us warm. This is in 

contrast to most people’s stances on spring and winter, 
and the idea that winter keeps us warm is a paradox. 

Then why is April cruel? It is the season of beauty. In 

spite of all it, he says April is the cruelest month. 

Winter is the season of forgetfulness, so it wonders 

how the life was before lockdown. It was simple way 

we could not realize the prospect or how life would be. 

Winter is the season of spiritual barrenness. Our mind 

has so many new things. This lockdown gives us new 

potential. Life is not what we had before lockdown. 

Here we understand the real value of life in this period. 

We also mediate on daily busy life of before lockdown 

and relax life in lockdown.  

 

Chaucer, the fore father of English essay, writes in his 

Prologue to Canterbury Tales:  

“When April with its sweet-smelling showers, 

Has pierced the drought of March to the root, 

And bathed every vein (of the plants) in such liquid 

By the power of which the flower is created;”(41) 
It depicts the return of the spring and with it life, 

rebirth and reawakening of nature. This carries many 

positive references in it. It suggests the symbolic death 

of winter and rebirth through spring; people cleanse 

themselves so as to start anew. Here we find two 



© February 2021| IJIRT | Volume 7 Issue 9 | ISSN: 2349-6002 

IJIRT 150774 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF INNOVATIVE RESEARCH IN TECHNOLOGY 301 

 

contrasting things. Actually, he has the experience of 

black death, black death swept all the life in that 

region. In spite of this bitter experience, he appreciates 

this April; he took it in positive way. So also, we 

should take the period in positive way doing some 

prolific work. These two poets encourage the people 

to take this period in positive way.  

Lockdown period can also be compared with 

renaissance period. The Renaissance is commonly 

defined as a period of artistic, cultural, and 

philosophical rebirth of classical ideas and art forms, 

although the period also saw the development of new 

ideas, artistic conventions, and technologies.  It is the 

renaissance to the literary mind. It encourages new 

awakening to learning and literary mind. It makes the 

people to realize the humanistic values. One person 

considers the feelings of another person. It prefers the 

people over religion. People are helping other people. 

In lockdown, our mind focuses towards the people 

who are helping to others. 

Rabindranath Tagore’s poem in Gitanjali focuses 

some thoughts which can be implicated to this 

situation, 

“Whom dost thou worship in this lonely dark corner of 
a temple with doors all shut? 

Open thine eyes and see thy God is not before thee! 

He is there where the tiller is tilling the hard ground 

and where the path-maker is breaking stones. 

He is with them in sun and in shower, and his garment 

is covered with dust. 

Put off thy holy mantle and even like him come down 

on the dusty soil!”(57) 
Tagore questions about God’s existence. He illustrates 
that God is there where working people are serving for 

the sake of others. In Lockdown, we found that people 

are serving to each other instead of going to temple to 

search the God. Real situation arises only in lockdown. 

This period helps literary mind to develop and enjoy 

voracious reading. It helps us to access so many books. 

It reminds us the writer –John Milton who spent 6 

years of devotion in Horton. Here he studied Greek, 

Latin, English, French, and Italian poets. He said, ‘A 
good book is the precious life-blood of a master spirit, 

embalmed and treasured up on purpose to a life 

beyond life.’ ― Areopagitica 

For Milton, a good book is like the blood that 

circulates to gives life to the human body; so, does a 

good book impart ideas to stimulate and inspire ‘a 
master spirit’. Milton describes the reader as ‘a master 

spirit’ beyond the body, beyond the mind. He is 
referring to the highest element of a human being: the 

spirit that is never born and never dies. Everyman has 

a reasonable feature. He is the creation of God. Good 

book carries the spirit and essence of writer. Killing 

the book means killing the human because, you kill the 

book means you kill the God himself. So lockdown 

helps us to learn so many ideas through books. So 

many confusions are created by these writers and 

solved these confusions also. 

George Herbert expresses the beauty of life in his two 

poems. In the poem ‘The Flower’ he describes the 
beauty of the season. During the winter season, like a 

flower, a person is shriveled up in the ground finding 

comfort where he can. When spring comes, and God’s 
opinion of the world improves, he grows up towards 

heaven. This is his most important goal in life, to prove 

himself to God and earn a place in the garden of 

Paradise. Here he compares human life with flower. In 

the life of human being, ups and down are there. 

Spirituality reveals inner potential of man. In 

lockdown inner potential of man reveals new things. 

Here we mediate on many things regarding the 

problems and solution of those problems. In Pulley, he 

composes the same ideas, 

“So strength first made a way; 

Then beauty flowed, then wisdom, honor, pleasure. 

When almost all was out, God made a stay, 

Perceiving that, alone of all his treasure, 

Rest in the bottom lay.” 

These lines explain to the reader that when God 

created man, he gave the best of everything he had in 

his possession to him. God gives humankind 

knowledge, wisdom, beauty, and strength. These are 

important features of human existence that flowed 

easily from God to humankind. There is one blessing 

that God did not let out of his cup, rest. He chooses to 

withhold an innate ability to rest from humankind in 

order to keep his creation close to him. But in 

lockdown we find that we have all types of rest which 

we do not get day to day life. Human being enjoys this 

rest in full measure. 

In the poem ‘The Vanity of Human Wishes’, Johnson 
justifies his point of vanity of human wishes, he brings 

forth many examples of political, financial, 

intellectual, and even sexual power, and finally proves 

that all the desires and wishes to be superior and 

powerful has nothing to do. All the things are futile 

and meaningless, and these things do not bring any 
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peace of mind. ‘Vanity’ in his dictionary suggests the 
range of meaning of his title, including ‘emptiness’, 
‘uncertainty’, ‘fruitless desire, fruitless efforts’ ‘empty 
pleasure, vain pursuit’ ‘idle show’ ‘unsubstantial 
enjoyment’ ‘petty object of pride’ and arrogance. In 
lockdown we feel the meaninglessness of life. We are 

running after money and give the importance to 

meaningless things. In this period money is useless. 

Our Bank account becomes fridge. We cannot meet 

friends’ only family members. This kind of agitation 
finds in literary mind. There are some ways to look 

towards life. We spend peaceful life.  

Thomas Gray’s Poem ‘Elegy Written in a Country 
Churchyard’ is suggestive which tells the real meaning 
of life. 

“The boast of heraldry, the pomp of pow'r, 
And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, 

Awaits alike th' inevitable hour. 

The paths of glory lead but to the grave.” (32) 

According to him, what is life? It is something more 

than achievement. Also, the poet says that the rich are 

not superior to the poor in death. Ultimately human life 

ends in death. The beauty, the wealth, the glory all 

leads to the unavoidable end. In this critical situation 

of lockdown, we realise this universal truth. Corona 

does not differentiate between rich and poor.  

In lockdown, the tendency of the People regarding 

Eco-Consciousness develops. We realize that there is 

interdependence of human life with nature. Here 

speaking voice of nature is enjoyed by the people. 

Wordsworth also describes how human life is 

connected to nature. In ‘Tintern Abbey’, he describes 
that nature never did betray the heart that loved her. 

He presents childhood memories of communion with 

natural beauty, the ability to “look on nature” and hear 
“human music”; that is, to see nature with an eye 
toward its relationship to human life. Now we got 

chance to experience all these things. We can do 

regular communication with nature. In ‘The world is 
too much with us’ he starts as: 
The world is too much with us; late and soon, 

Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers; — 

Little we see in Nature that is ours; 

We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon! 

Here Wordsworth describes humankind’s relationship 
with the natural world in terms of loss. Because of an 

impact of industrialization on everyday life, 

humankind has lost the ability to appreciate, celebrate, 

and be soothed by nature. Notably, the poem does not 

suggest a way to regain what is lost. But we now got 

opportunity to revive the relationship of human being 

with nature. In ‘Daffodils’ he tells that nature cures 
human melancholy and replaces worries with 

happiness. Nature is the source of eternal joy.  

Literary person also remember Victorian compromise 

in this situation. It is a tendency that motivates the 

belief in parallelism between science and religion. In 

lockdown, we people have the same confusion 

whether we should go with science or religion. While 

handling this situation, some people choose science 

and other chooses religion. Confusion persists for 

some time. Tennyson’s ‘Ulysses’ gives us new 
message, “To Strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.” 
We should build strong will to resolve and to march 

forward. Lockdown changes our perceptions. The 

famous lines of W.B.Yeats ‘The second Coming’ 
describes a time of chaos which occurred all over the 

world:  

 “Turning and turning in the widening gyre 

The falcon cannot hear the falconer; 

Things fall apart; the center cannot hold; 

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,” (158) 

Really anarchy is loosed upon the world in this 

pandemic situation. The world is near a revelation; 

“Surely the Second Coming is at hand.” In the end of 
the poem he refers ‘Spiritus Mundi’ it means 
collective consciousness of the people. History is a 

cyclic situation it helps us to form collective 

consciousness for betterment of life.  

This Covid age can be referred as new age because it 

makes history in the world. It must be memorable one.  

People join hand together to drive away the virus so 

we should make some model for future generation by 

developing our outlook. 
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Abstract
National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) developed Unified Payment 

Interface' and regulated by Reserve Bank of India. It is a system for inter-bank transfers of 

funds that allows sending andrequesting money. Phone Pe, Google Pay, BHIM apps are built 

over the Immediate PaymentService(IMPS) infrastructure and allow the user to instantly 

transfer money between bankaccounts.Multiple bank accounts of a user can be linked to the 

UPI app. 
In this paper, an attempt is made to identifythe level of awareness among people about

theUnified Payment Interface and on what basis they select their mode of digital payment and 

how they are adopting this new technique. Thisresearch work was done to identify the 

adoption of UPI in money transfer system. 

Keywords:BHIM app,UPI, Digitalization, Digital Wallets. 

Introduction: 

India is a developing country and rapidly moving towards digitization. After the 

Demonetization by PM NarendraModi on 8 November 2016 created opportunity for the 
digital payment system in India. This leads to more expansion of digital payment system in 

India. Demonetisation provides platform for acceptance of digital payment as a substitute 

report generated by IAMAI Media increase in digital payment in 2018 had shown 

growth of 115 US dollars. UPI system which is launched by NPCI which is national payment

Corporation of India organisation for retail payments in country. UPI is a method where 

funds can be transferred between two banks account on a mobile platform without requiring 

any bank detail accept VPA(Virtual Payment Address)

cash, 

Digital payments was come into existence from 1980 the following diagram shows 

the growing stages of digital payments 
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Different Digital payment system in India 

Prepaid credit cards 
o Pre-loaded to individual's bank account. It is similar to a gift card; customers can 

make purchases using funds available on the card - and not on borrowed credit from 

the bank. 
o Can be used at shops, ATMs, online wallets, micro-ATMs, and for e-commerce 

purchases. 
Aadhar Enabled Payment System 

o The Aadhar card Enabled Payment system uses the12 digit unique Aadhar 

ldentification Number to allow bank-to-bank transactions at PoS. 

o AEPS services include balance enquiry, cash withdrawal, cash deposit, and Aadhaar

to Aadhaar fund transfers. 

USSD 
o Stands for Unstructured Supplementary Service Data based mobile banking. 

o Linked to merchant's bank account and used via mobile phone on GSM network for 

payments up to US$77.68 (Rs 5,000) per day per customer. 

o UPI 

The United Payments Interface (UP) predicted to be a system that powers multiple 

Dank accounts onto a single mobile application platform. 
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O Merges multiple banking features, ensures seamless fund routing, and merchant 

payments. 

Uniqueness of UPI than other digital payment methods: 

o Immediate money transfer through mobile device 24*7 and 365 days. 

o Single mobile application for accessing different bank accounts. 

o Single Click 2 Factor Authentication - Aligned with the Regulatory guidelines, yet 

provides for a very strong feature of seamless single click payment.
o Customer not required to enter the details such as Card no, Account number; IFSC 

etc. 

Bill Sharing with friends.

o Merchant Payment with Single Application or In-App Payments 
o Utility Bill Payments, Over the Counter Payments, Barcode (Scan and Pay) based 

payments. 

o Raising Complaint from Mobile App directly. 

Advantages of UPI 
o Single Application for transaction 

o Leveraging existing infrastructure 

o Safer, Secured and Innovative 

o Payment basis Single/ Unique ldentifier 

o Enable seamless merchant transactions 

ProblemStatement 
Digital payments abroad revolution in Indian payment system but due to to less time of 

period is not popular at that extend although it is being faster and superior for small payments

through this research paper we intend to find out references of hundred respondent about 

adoption of digital payment their knowledge about you p and satisfaction of UP among them 

which will give us fair idea which payment system do they prefer the nmost and why 

Objectives: 
To find out the most preferred mode and application for digital payments by the people. 

To find out the level of awareness of UPI and its adoption by people 

To find out the problems encountered while using UPI. 

Hypothesis:
HO:Unified Payment Interface (UPI) is adopted along other digital payment system.
HI :Unified Payment Interface (UPI) is not adopted along other digital payment system. 
Methodolog: 

The data is based on both primary and secondary source of information. Data 

Collection Tool forprimary data was structured questionnaire with a set of questions. Ine 

questionnaire related toresearch study was circulated online to gather all relevant information. 
Convenient samplingmethod was used on 100 respondents who were surveyed through 

structured questionnaire.Respondents include most of the college students who use 
digitalpayments at various outlets and for inter-bank payments. Certain useful indings were 

made fromSecondary Data collected using previous research study on similar topics and ou 
websites. 
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Data AnalysisAnd Interpretation 
The data for this study was collected through a questionnaire circulated via internet to 

around 100 respondents. The respondents comprised mainlyof students (75%), rest all were 

Govt Employees (1.46), Private Employees (15.7%), Business(5. 1%) and Self Employed

2.856).Majority of respondents belonged to the age group of 21-25 (76.3%) while rest were 

in the agebrackets of under 20 (9.8%), 25-30 (10.7%) and rest were above 30. 

Challenges Faced by UPI: 
After every adoption of new system it comes with several threats and challenges. 

Some of the challenges are gradually treated over by the time and some makes user to do the 

adjustments and UPI is not an exception to it. These are 

Foremost challenge is whether the party to home user wishes to make payment 1s 

registered on UPA or not and if he is register what is VPA of that person.
Sometimes if user uses another portal for UPI then the transaction gets failed it 

becomes difficult to identify the transactions for long period of time and makes it 

difficult to redress grievance. 
The foremost body in UPI is NPCI which provides only back-end solutions and 

makes it partners to create front end applications, so it is difficult for banks to adjust 

the UPI in their existing apps so they have to create another app for UPI payments. 

Sometimes user interface is quite difficult for the users to interact with that app 

Despite being second largest smartphone user base in the world India still has lesser 

amount of users in rural areas. 

Conclusion 
After all the new technology being introduced and all the claims made by the 

government still the most preferred payment will remain cash and card.But it can't be 

neglected the amount of transactions being made via digital platform. UPI is still emerging

trend in digital payment system. The frequency of digital payment is highest in the age group 

of 22-35 and lowest above 40.Many of the apps have also included cashback and discount to 

attract more customers base. If UPI creates one stop solution for financial payment then the 

banks will lose their revenue to private fintech companies. 
The UPI allows consumers to transact directlythrough their bank account with a 

unique UPI identity which syncs to Aadhar's verification andconnects to the merchant for the 

setlement and lets the issuing bank to close the transaction. In asingle swipe the transaction 

is complete without any middlemen (like Visa and Master Cardswich) to facilitate the 

transaction. 
So, after all the data analysis thoroughly it resulted as the adoption of upi is quite 

increasing day by day, it is popular in young generation as they are technosavy. Also, the 

availability and acceptability is everywhere. UPI apps like PhonePe, Google Pay, Amazon 

Pay they are capturing every merchant in the market and are growing rapidly

References: 
.https://www.livemint.com/Money/AlbTvyBsfMmZeNu6oSfozJ/4-reasons-why-UPl-may 
-Overtake-mobile-wallets-soon.html 
2. htps://www.researchgate.net/publication/32066 1583_Unified_Payment_Interface-An_A 

99 Website - www.aadharsocial.com Email - aadharsocial@gmail.com. 



ISSN 
B.Aadhar nternattonal Peer-Reviewed Indexed Research Journal 

78-9308
NovemberImpact Factor ( (S|IF) -7.675, Issue NO, 253 (CCL) 
2020 

dvancement_ in_Payment Systems

3. https://www.irjet.net/archives/V 4/i11/IRIET V4II36 pdf 

4. https //acadpubl.eu/hub/2018-119-15/3/546, pdf 
5. htip://ndpublisher.in/admin/issues/JASEV5NIe pdf 
6. https://www.scip.org/journal/PaperInformation.aspx? PaperlD=79879& 

7. http://www.ijiras.com/2017/Vol_4-Issue_2/paper 43.pdf 

8.Mohapatra S. (2017).Unified Payment Interface (UP): A Cashless Indian e-Transae 

Process International Journalof Applied Science and Engineering 5(1): June, 2017, a 

42.DO1: 10.5958/2322-0465.2017.00004. I 

9.Sagayarani D. (2017.) Digital Payments In India IOSR Journaof Business and 

Management (1OSR-JBM) e-ISSN:

www.iosrjournals.org Name of Conference: International Conference on-Paradigm Shift in 

2319-7668 PP 28-33 2278-487X. p-ISSN:

Taxatio

n, Accounting 

100 Website- www.aadharsocial.con Email - adharsocial @gnailcoL. 



SIIFactór 

entific Journal Impac 
Factot

CERTIFICATE OF INDEXING (SJIF 2020) 
This certificate is awarded to 

Bahujan Aadhar 
(ISSN: 2278-9308) 

The Journal has been positively evaluated in the SJIF Journals Master List evaluation proceSs 

SJIF 2020= 7.675 

SJIF (A division of InnoSpace) 

SJIFactor Pryjoct Manegr 
Iniemaionai Apyisoryvs 

NNOSPACE NIERKATIONAL 

SJlFactor Project


	2020-21 (1)
	2020-21 (2)
	2020-21 (3)
	2020-21 (4)
	2020-21 (5)
	2020-21 (6)
	2020-21 (7)
	2020-21 (8)
	2020-21 (9)
	Bharati  Mukheijee is one of the prominent Indian 

	2020-21 (10)
	2020-21 (11)
	2020-21 (12)
	2020-21 (13)
	2020-21 (14)
	2020-21 (15)
	2020-21 (16)
	2020-21 (17)
	2020-21 (18)
	2020-21 (19)
	2020-21 (20)
	2020-21 (21)
	2020-21 (22)
	2020-21 (23)
	2020-21 (24)
	2020-21 (25)
	2020-21 (26)

